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cRlA provides a wide array of legal services that directly  
touch thousands of low-income californians and indirectly  

impact the lives of many more community members.

Through improvements in workplace protections, reductions in public benefit denials, 
enhanced county planning for affordable housing, and decreased exposure to harmful 
pesticides, CRLA is changing the social landscape and bringing dignity to the struggles of 
low-income people. 

Every year our team of lawyers, community workers and support staff reach 39,000 
individuals. That reach is multiplied by the number of households and communities 
connected to those individuals. 

I  In the San Joaquin Valley alone CRLA impacted 13,287 people beyond the 
4,080 clients we served directly.

I  On the Central Coast we reached 8,353 community members beyond our 
individual clients in that region. 

An investment in justice for one person brings greater returns in the form of more equitable 
communities and healthier families for all.

2008 impact at a glance

civil Rights
language access, working toward equal governmental services in unincorporated 
areas, challenging discrimination towards minority populations, improving 
protections for lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender populations. 399 new cases

education
securing students’ rights; special education placement problems; suspensions 
and expulsions, guaranteeing access to a free and appropriate public education, 
monitoring migrant education programs. 150 new cases

Health and Human Well-Being
Public benefits, sexual assault and intimate partner violence, health coverage, 
Disability and ssi coverage, water access and affordability, pesticide poisoning.

2,947 new cases

Housing
enforce federal and state fair housing laws, monitor low-income community 
redevelopment, code enforcement, tenant evictions, foreclosure counseling, 
homeownership, predatory lending and insurance. 5,484 new cases

labor
collect unpaid wages, enforce minimum wage and overtime laws, uphold 
workplace health and safety protections, enforce workers’ rights to rest and meal 
periods, collect unemployment insurance benefits, fight  sexual harassment and 
sex discrimination in the workplace. 1,704 new cases
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Visit www.crla.org to make a donation online.

cover photo by David Bacon.



IntervIew 

with cRlA’s José padilla  
and Adrian Andrade
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José R. padilla
executive Director

Q: thinking back over the past year, what case best 
illustrates how cRlA works to defend disadvantaged 
individuals and create systemic change?

JOSÉ: Two cases come to mind. In the first, one of our 
young attorneys successfully argued a labor rights case 
for a dairy worker in front of the California Supreme 
Court—quite an achievement!1 The judgment will 
prompt employers across California to make more of an 
effort to comply with labor laws. In the second case, the 
judge’s decision prevented thousands of farm workers 
and their families who are living in poverty in Duroville 
[a mobile home park] from becoming homeless.  

ADRIAN: I’m reminded of a story about advocacy from 
our longtime mentor Ralph Abascal. You can stand 
alongside a river, pulling people out one by one, or 
you can walk upriver and do something to keep people 
from being pushed in. In each of these cases, CRLA has 
done both. The dairy industry is under better control 
because of CRLA’s work. Plus, the Duroville housing 
victory is already having a profound impact because  
of the publicity it received.     

Q: During this recession, how do you remain 
responsive to the tremendous need for legal aid  
in the state’s most disadvantaged communities?

JOSÉ: CRLA is one of a very few institutions in rural 
areas, that marginalized communities can depend on 
for help to access their rights and social services. First 
we strive to meet the dire needs of those just trying to 
survive. Right now, jobs are precious2 and protecting 
labor rights is critical. But education, health and family 
well-being, and housing are also priorities. You can  
look at it as a holistic approach to legal aid.   

1 Arias vs. Superior Court of California (Angelo Dairy), S155965, 
a suit claiming that Arias and other dairy workers had not been 
compensated for overtime and had not received breaks was described 
in CRLA’s 2007 annual report. The ruling, handed down in June 
2009, gives employees the right, under the Private Attorneys General 
Act of 2004 (PAGA), to pursue penalties for violations of any labor 
code provision without having to go through an extensive class action 
certification process. 
2 Although the state’s unemployment rate is 11.2%, rural rates run 
much higher, ranging from 16.3% in Stanislaus County to 26.8% in 
the Imperial Valley.

ADRIAN: CRLA is structured with committees across all 
priority areas. We exchange information and make sure 
we’re filing the right litigation that connects to statewide 
issues on education, housing, and labor. Coming back 
to the Duroville case, “Duro” means “hard” in Spanish. 
How appropriate that CRLA takes on the really hard 
cases, the ones that others won’t touch, cases where  
we’re fighting for our clients’ very existence—and we 
win, creating tremendous political and social gains.  

JOSÉ: People risk being branded “troublemakers” 
when they stand up for their rights, so we take this 
responsibility very seriously. That’s one reason why 
making a broad impact is critical—many workers will 
never walk into our office because they fear retaliation.

Q: What groundbreaking work do you see for  
cRlA in the future?

ADRIAN: We’d like to see the entire agriculture sector 
paying living wages and improving production methods 
so that workers don’t have to do as much stoop labor. 
I have 40-year-olds coming into my law office, looking 
like they’re 70 because of the backbreaking field work.  

JOSÉ: It’s one thing for us to be visionary, but we need 
to stay rooted in the possible. Our Community Equity 
Initiative is going to transform how basic services  
(housing, clean drinking water, sewer, roads) are  
provided throughout the Central Valley in over 250 
unincorporated communities where nearly half a million 
people live. We will continue this kind of work in the 
future.  But future work cannot be achieved by lone 
rangers. We need partners along the way for financial 
support, event sponsorship, and co-counsel. Being a 
consistent partner is key. We can’t depend on steady 
government support from year to year; our donors need 
to take up the banner of justice alongside us. Smaller 
amounts spread over months or years rather than single 
one-time contributions, will sustain us through times 
of economic difficulties, and take social justice to even 
greater heights during times of economic prosperity.   

Q: three words to describe cRlA’s staff?

JOSÉ: Passionate, fearless, warriors 
ADRIAN: Dedicated, selfless, caring

Adrian Andrade
cRlA Board chairman

adelante hacIa la Luz
Forward towards Light
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fragile lives
tarnished golden Years

“It was the most difficult 
elder abuse interview I’ve 
ever done,” recalls Gloria 
Tobias, CRLA’s legal 
secretary  for the Senior 
Project in the Modesto 
office, funded in part 
through the Area Agency 
on Aging. “Sitting over 
her bed in the hospital, 
trying to understand how 
a son or anyone could 
physically attack a fragile 
senior. Hearing the details 
of what started the whole 
day of turmoil, and look-
ing at the photos of blood running 
from the kitchen to the bathroom. 
Seeing her so broken with tears  
running down her face, and watch-
ing her come to grips with the fact 
that her son would be put in jail 
because of this.

“When I first started working for 
CRLA, I knew I was needed here, 
and that this is where I wanted to 
be“, says Gloria. I realized that our 
senior client’s were looking to me 
to be their voice. During a client’s 
interview I am able to gather the 
necessary information to prepare 
a restraining order and address 
any additional needs. If they live 
in Stanislaus County, I am here to 
stand strong for them and to be 
their voice”.

Of the 1,300 cases opened in CRLA’s 
Modesto office last year, nearly 500 
came through Adult Protective Ser-
vices and the Area Agency on Aging. 
But not all of them were for physi-
cal abuse. Family members, friends, 
and others also prey on seniors 
financially. And it’s often difficult to 
get seniors to press charges against 
family members for these types of 
transgressions. They want to believe 
that their child, grandchild, or even 
great-grandchild will change.

“My parents are in their 80s,” says 
Linda Mills (pseudonym). “They’re 
good people. All they want to do is 
help, but they went into bankruptcy 
eight years ago when my great-
granddaughter, Cynthia, started 
stealing money from them. So they 
sent her to Oklahoma to live with 
other relatives. When my parents vis-
ited her there, she stole information 
from my Mom’s purse, and started 
racking up bills and buying cars.”

Cynthia’s spending put Linda’s par-
ents over $100,000 in debt. When 
a notice from Ford Motor Credit 
showed up at her parents’ house in 
January, it was the first inkling that 
Cynthia had been stealing again, 
and more notices from other lenders 
keep showing up.

“She would call and ask them to sign 
for things or ask them for money,” 
says Linda, whose parents suffer 
from dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
“They would agree to do whatever 
she wanted. It was a relief when 
CRLA got a five-year restraining  
order against her. And it was tough 
to do since she was in another state. 
CRLA has been a godsend.”

“We’re seeing more and more  
elder financial abuse cases,” says 
Katie Hogan, Directing Attorney  

at CRLA’s Modesto office. “It’s 
really alarming. There’s such a 
need in this community for this 
type of work. Because we have 
so many cases, it would be easy 
for seniors to get lost in the 
shuffle if we didn’t have staff 
dedicated exclusively to them.” 

“Elders will sign over their 
homes to their kids,” adds 
Rick Cardozo, CRLA’s at-
torney dedicated to the Senior 
Law Project. “Then their kids 
take out loans on the house, 
they go into default, and then 
the elders’ house goes into 

foreclosure. I’ve got another case 
where the son was threatening 
to evict his mother after she gave 
him the house under the condi-
tion she could live there the rest 
of her life. He moved his kids into 
her house and they pushed her out 
into the unheated garage. They’ve 
emotionally abused her, telling her 
they’d kick her out if she didn’t 
keep quiet. So we got a judgment 
against them, got the place back in 
her name, and were able to obtain 
a temporary restraining order with 
immediate move-out orders against 
the son, his girlfriend and his 
daughter. It went to hearing and 
she now has a permanent restrain-
ing order in effect for 3 yrs. She is 
currently living in her own home 
with the luxury of peace and quite 
that she greatly deserves.”

“Legal aid services are a high prior-
ity for seniors in this county,” adds 
Rick. “If CRLA wasn’t here to help 
them, no attorney in town would 
be taking these cases. Most of these 
elders are living on social security 
or a small pension.”

“CRLA is so busy, I don’t know 
how in the world they know which 
end is up,” says Linda. “Sometimes 

HealtH & Well-Being

cRlA Modesto staff. Back Row: gloria tobias and  
Katie Hogan, front: Richard cardozo
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Rick will call me at six or seven 
o’clock at night, and he hasn’t left 
the office yet. And there are times 
when Gloria is so busy that she will 
call me at night to tell me she hasn’t 
been able to get to something, but 
she’ll do it and call me the next day. 
They don’t ignore you. You’re not 
just a number, unlike the way every-

one else treats you. They’ve never 
made me feel like they don’t have 
time for me—not once. ” 

Unlike Linda’s parents, many of the 
seniors who come to the Modesto 
office often have few relatives on 
whom they can depend, leaving 
them at the mercy of the relatives 
or acquaintances who are often 
their abusers.

“It breaks my heart,” says Gloria. 
“They’re more afraid of being alone 
than of living with their abuser, but 
it’s another kind of fear, too, when  

they say, ‘if I say anything, they’ll 
kill me.’ I had one senior tell me 
‘he walked into my room and put a 
pillow over my face and I couldn’t 
breathe.’ It’s that kind of intimi-
dation. If you don’t give me your 
money, your signature, your house, 
I’ll kill you. So they lock themselves 
in their rooms, eat their meals there, 
and urinate in jars.

“Most of the seniors I see have 
about $175 to spend on food each 
month. They come in and tell me 
that they eat nothing but popcorn 

for two out of four weeks. And if 
we find them resources to fill their 
pantry, then their abusers eat them 
out of house and home again.

“Seniors are so vulnerable,” adds 
Gloria. “I’m often the only one 
who’s listened to them. Sometimes  
they just need to feel heard, but  
often they need so much more.

cRlA AnnuAl RepoRt 2008

Legal aid services are a high priority for 
seniors...If CrLa wasn’t here to help them, no attorney 

in town would be taking these cases.

There is such relief in their eyes, 
knowing that someone is going  
to stand up for them, to speak on 
their behalf.”

And as the baby boom generation 
reaches retirement age, the need will 
only increase. 

“I’m 60 years old,” says Linda. 
“If, God forbid, I should ever need 
CRLA’s help, I hope they’re still 
here and available. I don’t know 
what I or my parents would do 
without them.” I
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the Heart of Advocacy
community Workers at cRlA

“Yes, I get tired,” says Mary Solo-
rio Jacka, a community worker for 
CRLA since 1985. “But what gives 
me the boost is seeing injustice.  
I can’t sleep right if I’m not doing 
something against that. If it’s my 
last breath, I’m going to use it to 
fight injustice.”  

A recent case in point: a group of 
families originally from the same 
community in Mexico were left 
homeless in Buellton (Santa Bar-
bara County), because the town 
wanted to remake its image to 
become more like Solvang1  and 
attract tourists. 

“They didn’t want ‘those people’ 
to be seen, so they tore down their 
homes. These families—the work-
ing poor, the maids, cooks, land-

1 Solvang is a community built to resemble 
a Dutch village.

15 hour a day, sometimes working 
in the middle of the night to move 
pipes by himself. Sometimes he 
recruited me and my brothers and 
sisters to help him.” 

 It wasn’t until Mary was grown 
that she “began looking at the 
politics of things,” first in Alaska 
where she had lived with her 
firefighter husband and then back 
in California. She was a fixture at 
her children’s school, where she 
became a migrant ed/bilingual 
teacher’s aide. Still wanting to  
do more, she began volunteering  
as a community organizer. 

Her advocacy ran the gamut from 
developing a park next to the 
school so they could have an  
afterschool program to founding 
the Interfaith Community  
Organizing Project, a coalition  
of churches to advocate for farm-
workers and livable, affordable 
housing for families in the area. 

“That’s when I first heard of 
CRLA,” says Mary. “They came  
to our meetings and helped us 
understand how to go about the 
process of getting better housing.”

Mary started working with Peo-
ple’s Self-Help Housing and even-
tually became a board member.

“I remember kids throwing rotten 
eggs at our house because I was 
a low-income housing advocate. 
There were a lot of NIMBYs  
(not in my back yard) who were 
telling their kids we were going  
to build a labor camp. And they’d 
ask how I could be advocating for 
“those people.” 

“By the time we got the land 
[seven years later], I was working 
for CRLA and finally doing what 
I love to do. I go to city council 

scapers, who lived in an old motel at 
the entrance to town—were forced to 
break up their close-knit community 
and move 20 to 30 miles away to 
Lompoc or Santa Maria. The families 
were afraid of going against Buellton, 
the town that they’d felt a part of for 
years. They blamed themselves for the 
rejection, for the city  
not wanting them.”

So it was bittersweet when Mary 
handed them the checks for resettle-
ment. “All those evenings of inter-
views, the hard work, it was all worth 
it—just like giving birth. When it’s 
over, you can’t remember the hard 
work—and pain—it took to produce 
this beautiful thing.” 

Mary’s journey began in the Santa 
Maria Valley in a small farming 
community called Guadalupe where 
she lived with her parents, immigrant 
farm workers toiling in the fields  
and orchards.  

“Living conditions were so hard for 
us,” says Mary. “My 
father was an irrigator, 
working for peanuts 
anywhere from 12 to 

laBoR

CRLA fights many battles for the working poor and disenfranchised in 
the legal arena. But the “heart” of CRLA’s advocacy beats within its 
community workers who feel the pulse of the communities they serve 
through involvement, education, and outreach. Here are two of their 
stories—one a lifetime advocate, the other just beginning her journey.  

taft, california  
farmworker family
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meetings now, and the mayor says ‘we’ve built more 
affordable housing than anyone else in the county,’ and 
I say ‘it’s not enough. It’s not sufficient for the need.’”

For years, Mary has seen families tossed out on the 
street when towns wield the wrecking ball of code 
violations against negligent landlords. It is the working 
poor who end up on the street. 

“I could give you so many examples,” says Mary. 
“Mayors and city council members just don’t seem 
to learn. Families leave their homes in the morning to 
go to work and find their doors red-tagged (declared 
uninhabitable and illegal to enter) when they return. 
The sheriff lets them grab a few possessions, and then 
they find places that are just as bad or worse, sometimes 
doubling or tripling up with other families or moving 
miles away.”

“Just recently, a man came to my office in tears, saying 
he’d been sitting up all night against the wall, holding 
on to his two kids so that they wouldn’t wander off 
and touch the electrical wiring in the place that their 
former landlord had found for them, saying it was an 
acceptable alternative.”

The affect on people’s lives is profound. They can’t  
get to their jobs. Their kids are uprooted from schools. 
The support they’ve built in their communities is  
destroyed. And there are countless places across  
California where this is happening.

“It is so hard for these families to come to CRLA and 
ask for help. They say ‘I’m so sorry to bother you,’ and 
then they tell their story. And I find out that they have 
medical problems that got them into the situation.  
I find out that they lost their job and haven’t filed for 
unemployment because they didn’t know they could  
do that. I’m just thankful that I have all this knowl-
edge to share with people and help them.”

“Sure I’ll retire some day, but you can’t do that  
365 days a year. I’ll always be working to help 
people. You’ve got to have hope. If you don’t try, 
nothing will ever change.”  I

A neW JouRneY Begins
“My parents left everything they knew in Mexico, and my mother 
left my grandmother who was blind to bring us to this country so 
we could go to school and get an education,” says Alma Alvarez, a 
community worker with cRlA for nearly two years.  “i don’t want 
their sacrifices to be in vain.”

When Alma graduated from fresno state in 2007, she intended to 
pursue a law degree but wanted to know more about the role that 
lawyers play. so she began working for cRlA as an intern.

“i fell in love with the work. it touches me so much on a personal 
level, it is so satisfying. We go out to the fields, check for violations, 
and get immediate results. i’ll talk to an employer, and within 
an hour toilets are cleaned or in place, water available, or shade 
put up. We’re really focusing on heat stress. We’ve got new cAl 
osHA guidelines, and we’re letting employers know what’s con-
sidered shade, where it needs to be, and when you’ve got to have 
it out. Last year, there was a very high profile case where a young 
pregnant woman died, but there were many others who died that 
season due to heat stress.

“Recently, i went back to my old high school in  in orange  cove1 and 
spoke to kids about cRlA. Many people think orange cove is gang 
and drug-ridden. You get stereotyped and believe that you’re not 
going to amount to anything, and that no one cares about you. so  
i told them ‘i came from this town. i went to these schools and  
then i went to college. And now i’m working at this incredible 
organization.’ it got their minds working, and they started asking 
me questions. i told them, ‘Just because you’re from orange cove 
doesn’t mean you won’t amount to anything. You can stay here 
and make a difference, and help the people you know.’”     

1 Orange Cove is a small town near Fresno. Half of the residents under the 
age of 20 live below the federal poverty level.

Alma Alvarez (right) passing out AWHp heat stress and safety brochures

Mary Jacka (right) working with intern Roseanne lazer 

cRlA AnnuAl RepoRt 2008
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Rebuilding the path
towards student success

“I have a good son, my only son” 
says Alina (pseudonym). “He was in 
my womb for nine months. I would 
do anything, even the impossible, to 
keep him in the Santa Rosa School 
District, because I want him to have 
a good education.”

Alina speaks for many Latino 
parents in Santa Rosa who feel their 
children have been unfairly labeled 
by school district employees as gang 
affiliated. Children as young as 
sixth grade, who are not in gangs, 
have been identified as gang mem-
bers, all because they’ve violated 
unwritten, irregular, and arbitrarily 
enforced school policies on “gang-
related activity.” And it’s difficult to 
know what to do if no one tells you 
what the rules are—especially if the 
“rules” vary within the district and 
among staff members.  

So with the voices of the commu-
nity behind their efforts, CRLA and 
the Youth Law Project (YLP) used 
public records requests to obtain stu-
dents’ redacted school district files. 
They found that notices of concern 
(NOCs) for gang activity were being 
placed in students’ files for things as 
small as wearing a blue hair ribbon, 
bringing an “inappropriate” music 
CD to school, coming to school with 
a cell phone, or expressing them-
selves through art or poetry that had 
any type of gang connotations. And 
although parents and students were 
supposed to sign the NOCs to show 

they’d received the document, a host 
were not signed by either students or 
parents. In some instances, students 
had been threatened with suspension 
or expulsion if they and their parents 
refused to sign. Tellingly, all but one 
of the NOCs produced appeared to 
be directed at Latino students.

“Whether it was intentional or not, 
these notices are targeting Latino 
youth,” say Dylan Saake, Staff At-
torney in CRLA’s Santa Rosa office. 
“It’s also a problem when certain 
cultural aspects are being targeted.”

“I’m Latina and a Catholic,” says 
Alina. “Kids here are being sus-
pended for wearing rosaries. I’ve 

always worn a rosary, but here they 
say it’s gang-related. They are being 
suspended for every little thing.”

In some cases, the NOCs were 
shared with police, violating stu-
dents’ right to privacy. CRLA and 
YLP were quick to note this in a 
crisp letter to the Santa Rosa School 
District, where they also pointed 
out that the district’s policies were 
subjective and arbitrary, and discrim-
inated against Latino kids. CRLA 
cited numerous court cases to illus-
trate how the policies were “fatally 
vague” and violated students’ First 
Amendment rights. The letter went 
on to state that the district’s prac-
tice of using NOCs for gang-related 
activity “stigmatizes and punishes 
students who have not committed 
any crime or violated any provision 
of the Education Code.” 

“It’s a broad problem through-
out the state,” says Cynthia Rice, 
Director of Litigation, Advocacy, 
and Training for CRLA. “Whether 
it’s an issue of NOCs that track 
through their discipline process or a 
kind of school ethic to suspend and 
expel as opposed to using alterna-
tive approaches to discipline, it’s 
having a disparate impact on kids 
of color, Latino kids, and limited 
English proficiency kids. Their 
problems are all being addressed by 
taking them out of school on a daily 
or extended basis. And that means 
that their likelihood of graduating 

education



cRlA AnnuAl RepoRt 2008 7

and certainly of getting a college 
education plummets dramatically.”

In 2005, the UCLA Civil Rights 
Project issued a report stating that 
graduation rates for minorities 
are at “crisis level proportions,” 
with anywhere from 48 to 65 
percent graduating, depending on 
the school district. Many drop out 
between their freshman and sopho-
more years, leaving them with skills 
suited for only the “most menial 
jobs.” And of those Black and 
Latino youth who do complete high 
school (using Los Angeles district 
as an example), only 20 percent 
meet the curriculum requirements 
to qualify for admission to the UC 
system. Drop-outs from California 
public schools from the 2002-03 
school year alone will cost the state 
at least $14 billion in lost wages. 

“Nothing can get a community 
involved the way education can,” 
says Dylan. “They’re coming to us, 
saying ‘this is a problem, we want  
to keep our kids in school.’ But  
the district is forcing kids out by  
telling them they’re gang members.  
If they don’t feel welcome at school, 
they stop going. It’s a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. These are our clients’ kids. 
They’ll be our clients in the future  
if things don’t change.”

Much to Alina’s relief, CRLA’s argu-
ment to the school board prevailed, 
and her son is back in school. Plus, 
he has developed a good relation-

ship with the principal who now 
spends more time in the school yard 
talking to students and getting to 
know them better.

CRLA’s letter to the Santa Rosa 
School District also put the wheel 
of systemic change in motion. The 
district stopped using NOCs for 
gang affiliation, and they’re planning 
to use a different type of form for 
all student conduct issues once new 
school safety policies are developed. 
CRLA is monitoring the changes 
and has asked the school district to 
remove all of the old NOCs in stu-
dents’ files that refer to gang activity.  

“But we can’t do this without the 
community,” Cynthia is quick to 
say. “We can’t just tell a district 
that their suspension and expulsion 
numbers are out of whack. Fix it. 
You have to provide options to the 
district that have the support of the 
community and create real alterna-
tives for schools, students and par-
ents.  Part of our goal is to identify 
and support non-profit groups, like 
Xinachtli as part of the whole solu-
tion to the problem.”

With the help of CRLA, commu-
nities, and school districts across 
California, thousands of sons and 
daughters will have an equal op-
portunity to stay in school, achieve 
their academic goals, and lead suc-
cessful lives. The alternative—to be 
left behind forever—is not a viable 
option. I

enDing tHe scHool to  
pRison pipeline
cRlA has launched a comprehensive  
initiative to address educational disparities 
in california. A disproportionate number 
of latinos and limited english speaking 
children are not succeeding in california 
schools. studies have demonstrated a pos-
itive correlation between failure in school 
and a higher chance of ending up in the 
criminal justice system, a trend called the 
“school to prison pipeline.” cRlA is com-
mitted to addressing these disparities which 
result, not only in an increased chance  
of incarceration, but limit the work and 

life opportunities for these children. these  
efforts challenge inequitable practices  
related to school discipline, school assign-
ment and course availability to ensure that 
all children have equal access to a mean-
ingful education and a full range of choic-
es available to them after they graduate.  

santa Rosa staff. l to R: lorenzo oropeza,  
Dylan saake, Robert lotero, Dulce leal,  
Alfredo sanchez, and Jeff Hoffman

cRlA AnnuAl RepoRt 2008
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truth in lending
going up Against Housing predators 

Housing

“I lost my life savings,”  
Victor Tinoco says through 
an interpreter. “I took out all 
of the money for a down pay-
ment. I thought banks were 
honor bound to do the right 
thing,” he adds, in disbelief, 
“I thought they had to follow 
the law.”

Victor’s odyssey began when 
he bought a home in 2005, 
an effort he now knows was 
fraught with miscommunica-
tion and potential fraud when  
he unknowingly ended up in the  
coliseum of predatory lending. 

Victor tried his best when he bought 
his home, he asked responsible 
questions and reached out for the 
best possible information available. 
He thought he knew what he was 
doing and what he was signing. 
However, Victor was dealing with 
sophisticated, industry insiders,  
who are educated and experienced 
in the system, and know how  
to make a profit at the expense  
of others. 

Victor lost years of savings, 
$68,000, plus the payments he’s 
made over the years, money that 
he may never see again. Initially, 
he thought the monthly payment 
was affordable because he’d made 
such a substantial down payment. 
Instead, he had a variable rate  
loan with an enormous balloon 
payment at the end. 

In no time, Victor was in over his 
head. His mortgage payment rose 
each month until it was more than 
his income. So he asked people 
to move in with him or lend him 
money to help him make payments. 
But you can take in only so many 
renters and ask for only so much 
help from your family.   

Ultimately, he tried to refinance 
and get a new loan with a 

fixed rate. He was 

referred to a mortgage 
broker who offered to 
refinance his loan, but 
instead of a fixed rate that 
he was seeking, he was 
given another variable 
rate loan. So he wasn’t 
taken advantage of once, 
but twice.

When Victor came to 
CRLA, Sarah Martinez,  
a staff attorney at  
CRLA’s Salinas office, was 

eager to take up his torch. Her jaw 
dropped as the details came to light.

“This is the first time I’ve ever seen 
anything so egregious,” Sarah says. 
“Victor was severely taken advan-
tage of. He didn’t understand his 
rights. He didn’t understand that  
he wouldn’t be able to keep up  
with payments, and ultimately lose 
his house and life savings.   

“Ideally we would like to recover 
his savings,” Sarah adds. “Maeve 
Elise Brown (Executive Director, 
Housing and Equal Rights Advo-
cate) is our expert co-counsel in 
this matter, and will help Victor to 
recoup all of the costs associated 
with buying this house.”

“What we’re seeing across the  
state and nation is shocking,” says 
Ilene Jacobs, Director of Litigation 
Advocacy and Training for CRLA. 

sarah Martinez with cRlA client Victor tinoco
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      But I’m very happy with the help I’ve 
received from CrLa…I wouldn’t have been able to

do it without them. I have a chance now.

“Conditions are exacerbated by 
the economy and national foreclo-
sure crisis. After years of a housing 
boom that sent the market into the 
stratosphere, we now have people 
living in houses they could never 
afford in the first place because 
lenders took advantage of them.

In Victor’s case, it appears that both 
lenders structured the loans in a 
way to avoid some disclosure re-
quirements and inflated his monthly 
income to make him qualify for the 
loans—loans he could not afford. 
Each loan was split in two, so that 
one would look like a mortgage and 
the other would look like a line of 
credit, making the loan principal 
appear substantially smaller. 

“The first loan set him up to lose 
his home,” says Sarah. “When he 
went to refinance, it was the same 
thing. No one suggested that he sell 
his home to stanch the flow, to get 
some of his money back. Instead, 
they extended this refinanced loan 
to him pretty much under the same 
circumstances where his monthly 
payments would climb with a large 
balloon payment at the loan’s end. 
So they were bleeding him of every-
thing he had.”  

“So many of these people have been 
victimized by unscrupulous brokers 
and lenders with nothing in mind 
except their own fees and commis-
sions and profits. Ilene continued, 
“They make deals knowing that 
the person is going to fail and lose 
everything. They didn’t care who

they took advantage of.” CRLA 
has worked with many victims 
who have physical or emotional 
disabilities, or monolingual 
Spanish speakers, or seniors with 
diminishing abilities, and others  
are people with little education.

Those that victimized Victor didn’t 
care that he is deaf, doesn’t under-
stand English, and only form of 
communication is sign language. 
They only cared about money. 

“It was overwhelming to me, so 
much information…But I’m not 
giving up. Some people might just 
give up and walk away, and say 
‘Well, I’m going to lose my money, 
give up the house. I’m not going to 
do that.”

“I have lost my faith (in the 
financial system),” Victor 
signs “I’ve lost all the way 

around—money and faith. I owe.  
I owe so much money.”

“But I’m very happy with the help 
I’ve received from CRLA. I under-
stand a lot more because they take 
their time and don’t go through 
everything fast. They hold off and 
explain what is going on–using a 

skilled translator and interpreter. 
They go to meetings with me and 
help me with paperwork. I wouldn’t 
have been able to do it without 
them. I have a chance now.”

Victor pauses for a moment, think-
ing about his situation, his hands no 
longer signing, then he continues.

“I hope to get the money back that  
I invested. I’m not worried about  
the house. Going through all this  
effort and paperwork—I just want 
my money back. That’s all—that’s  
all I want, to be made whole again.”

Victor’s case is still in litigation. I
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Victory for thousands
Duroville

“To understand Duroville, 
you have to know its his-
tory,” says Arturo Rodri-
guez, Directing Attorney in 
CRLA’s Coachella office. 

Ten years ago, River-
side County started code 
enforcement proceedings 
against landowners who 
operated over 400 unper-
mitted parks in the val-
ley. Some owners did the 
right thing, putting in sewage and 
electrical to code, but most did not. 
Many shut down their dilapidated 
parks rather than fix the problems. 
Those who were evicted often end-
ed up in Duroville, a 40-acre site 
on tribal land also with no code 
enforcement. And over the years, 
Duroville grew to include used car 
lots, a welding shop, a clothing 
store, a couple of restaurants, a 
general store, and a community-
built church. The landowner, 
Harvey Duro, and his two partners 
were making nearly $30,000 a 
month from rent and putting little 
into upkeep or improvements; with 
the exception of a lawsuit in 2003 
that, among other things, required 
Duro to get a lease for Duroville 
or shutter the park, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) mostly ignored 
the site’s shanty-town existence.

Open sewage ponds, broken sewage 
pipes, 50-year-old patched-up 
trailers with home-made wooden 

additions, propane tanks inside 
homes, exposed and inadequate 
wiring, and packs of wild dogs 
roaming the grounds were the norm. 
But the residents never complained. 
They just wanted to be left alone to 
work, be with their community, and 
build a better life for their children. 

“I see my uncles and cousins in every 
street I cross in Duroville,” says 
Merejildo Ortiz Pasqual, the elected 
president of the Duroville commu-
nity council, and a member of the 
Purepecha, an indigenous group from 
Michoacán, Mexico. “I have about 
130 family members who live here.” 

Duroville came onto the BIA’s radar 
in 2007, and they were determined to 
close it down. CRLA and co-counsel 
stepped in late 2007 to represent 
residents’ interests. After a year and 
a half, CRLA and Duroville residents 
finally had their day in court. Mere-
jildo served as a witness.

“The judge asked me 
questions, and I answered 
him from my heart,” says 
Merejildo. “I spoke up for 
the good of my community. 
You have to have faith and 
the hope that tomorrow 
things will be different.”

Juxtapose the dignity of 
Merejildo’s voice against 
that of Harvey Duro who 
just wanted to “throw in 

the towel,” and the BIA attorneys 
who expressed more concern over 
the stewardship of tribal land than 
with the dislocation of thousands  
of residents. The judge stated that 
the BIA’s proposal would create a 
“major humanitarian crisis” and 
“one of the largest forced migra-
tions in the history of this State.”1   

As a result of the decision, Duroville 
will be under court receivership and 
management for two years. During 
that time, all parties involved are 
required to work together to secure 
safe and affordable housing for 
residents, whether it’s in Duroville 
or elsewhere in Riverside County.

Merejildo, with the wisdom of an 
elder, says ““I have reached many  
of my goals, and I’ve shown my  

1 Please see the back cover for a lengthier 
excerpt from the judge’s decision.

Bishop gerald Barnes attends 
a special easter Mass with the 
residents of Duroville

Duros Mobile Home park Residents, l to R: Vicente Zacarias, 
Antonio Ronaldo, leonardo Jimenéz estevan, Merejildo ortiz 

Housing
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tHe Voice of ReAson, An inteRVieW

Who: Arturo Rodriguez, Directing Attorney for CRLA’s Coachella Office and 
chandra gehri spencer, Attorney-at-law, served as  
co-counsel. 

What: “until and unless alternative housing is available—alternative hous-
ing that is safe, healthy, affordable, and truly available to the residents—
this court will not close Duroville.” – Honorable stephen g. larson, u.s. 
District Judge (usA vs. Harvey Duro and Desert Mobile Home park)

When: cRlA became involved in December 2007. Ruling handed down on 
April 30, 2009.

What were the keys to their success?

m   We were the voices of reason in a court of equity. We pulled out  
the maxims and principles of equity and showed that the govern-
ment was violating nearly every one. We asked for a reasonable 
result, and we got it.

m   We were not entrenched in our perspective. We took the informa-
tion being presented by the government and adjusted our strategy.  
instead of focusing solely on the human hardship, we were able to 
show just how unreasonable the government was being.

m   We listened to the signals the Judge gave us—what he was looking  
for, and we had insight into his mindset from his ruling on the  
government’s motion for summary adjudication. 

m   We gutted their “expert” testimony. We knew who their expert  
witnesses were, and we held their feet to the fire. 

m   We didn’t forget about the people. it’s very easy to get lost in the 
issues, and sometimes judges force you to do that, but we didn’t 
forget we were representing good people trying to survive. 

it was a team effort, each of us bringing in separate skills to produce a  
great product. I feel like the Coachella office is an extension of me,  
we worked so closely. 
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children and my community that things 
can happen and that you can do them, 
they can be successful. I dream for them 
to be somebody in this nation.” 

Housing: the foundation for life
“There are people in California, all of 
them well below the poverty line, who 
are living in third world conditions,” 
says Ilene Jacobs, Director of Litiga-
tion Advocacy and Training at CRLA, 
“They’re right here in California, and 
they’re our neighbors, and no one is  
paying attention.”

These individuals and families who are 
often the most motivated to succeed, to 
provide better lives for their children, 
are left homeless. Migrant workers, 
service workers, day laborers, and all 
those earning poverty-level wages and 
working 12 to 15 hour days, often have 
no choice while pursuing their dreams. 

“Decent, affordable housing is funda-
mental to our clients’ well-being,” says 
Ilene. “Without this critical element, their 
lives, their communities that support 
them, disintegrate. And the situation is 
getting worse, the housing boom made 
affordable housing even less accessible, 
and now we have a foreclosure crisis. 

Some of CRLA’s most vulnerable clients, 
those with physical or emotional dis-
abilities, families living in poverty, and 
those who speak limited or no English 
are also most likely to be ignored by 
municipalities and taken advantage of 
by unscrupulous landlords, real estate 
brokers, and lenders. I

cRlA AnnuAl RepoRt 2008
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giving and giving Back
A Donor story

“No one would have thought that a 
widow, an immigrant from Nicara-
gua with no English and a 6th grade 
education, could raise a little girl 
who would end up going to Boalt 
Hall at UC Berkeley,” says Angelina 
Valle, a private attorney and long-
time CRLA supporter.  “I went to 
law school with Jose Padilla and his 
wife Deborah Escobedo.

“My father was an agricultural 
worker who died in Nicaragua 
when I was four, and two years 
later my mother sent my brother 
and me to live with aunts in San 
Francisco. My mother didn’t join us 
until a year and a half later. And as 
a single parent, she wouldn’t have 
made it without others’ support, so 
the saying ‘what goes around comes 
around’ was inbred in my child-
hood. I’m also proud to say that I 
benefited from a minority program 
at UC Berkeley that, sadly, no 
longer exists. Plus, I was a CLEO1 
Fellow. So I had help.”

No stranger to challenge and hard 
work, Angelina was married and 
had a young daughter while getting 
a JD and a Masters in Clinical Social 
Work, graduating from the four-year 
program at UC Berkeley in 1978. 
But she didn’t pursue a career in 
law until after she’d been a clinical 

1 CLEO – Council on Legal Education 
Opportunity

social worker on a psychiatric ward 
for a year and in outpatient mental 
health for four years at East Valley 
Mental Health Center in Santa Clara 
County. When she turned to the  
law in 1983, Angelina could not  
find a firm that could use all of her 
skills, so she’s been self-employed 
ever since. 

“In my first 5 years of practice, I did 
family law, adoption, and criminal 
cases, but I disliked criminal court,” 
says Angelina sadly. “It was very 
upsetting to see that most inmates 
were energetic young men tied up in 
shackles. It was very alarming and 
a wake-up call to me. I was good 

at it, but it damaged me to see the 
ethnic profile that was before me 
every day in criminal court.”

So she switched course to focus  
on disability and workers  
compensation.

“I get to use my entire background-
bilingual and social work skills,  
and the law to help the disabled.  
I have an office in Salinas and was 
fortunate to receive referrals and a 
lot of support from CRLA, both in 
Gilroy and Salinas. About 80 to 90 
percent of my farmworker clients 
have injuries from doing field work, 
harvesting our food. But they also 
have other illnesses related to stress-
cardiovascular illness, diabetes, as 
well as psychiatric illness which is 
usually secondary to their physical 
impairment. 

 “I am very honored to be in 
partnership with CRLA, represent-
ing the disabled. I remember how 
Jose always knew he was going 
to work for CRLA. He was going 
to be there a few years, but it has 
truly become his life’s work. All 
of CRLA’s staff are so dedicated. 
Their commitment is moving. It’s 
not just a job for them, it’s their 
calling. I always know that if I 
refer people to CRLA, they will be 
in good hands.  

long-term cRlA supporter Angelina Valle
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“I feel I’ve been given a  lot, and I 
identify with the clients that CRLA 
and I represent. They are hardwork-
ing, the hardest working, and I feel 
that work ethic. Knowing who they 
serve, that’s why I put CRLA high 
on my donation priority list.”

But Angelina has given to CRLA 
in other ways. She’s donated her 
time to present workshops on social 

security law at CRLA’s training  
session in conjunction with its  
priorities conference in Monterey. 

“I met CRLA staff from all over 
the state,” says Angelina. “It was 
delightful and exciting to be with so 
many of these hardworking people.

“We have these fine and beautiful 
laws, but the question is one of ac-
cess to justice. Can the people who 
need the protection of the law really 
access it? The speakers at CRLA’s 
conference were so dynamic, people 
talking about how to provide access 
to justice, how to offer the legal 
system as support rather than as 
something to be avoided, something 
that’s helpful and affirms moving 
forward and creating a vibrant and 

stable life for people whose lives are 
anything but that.

“I get so excited about spreading 
the word, giving people more access 
to justice, access to their benefits, 
their legal rights under federal 
regulations. They shouldn’t feel  
like they’re going with hat in hand 
asking for a handout. Justice is  
their right.

continue to serve those who often 
only dream of having a voice loud 
enough to be heard, of having equal 
justice under the law, of providing 
better lives for their children. Your 
support provides the foundation  
on which we help others build  
their futures.

Thank you, Angelina, for all your 
years of support!  I
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all of CrLa’s staff are so dedicated. 
Their commitment is moving. It’s not just a job 

for them, it’s their calling.

“And I, too, learned so much at  
the conference, things that I’m 
not directly exposed to. I got to 
be in a room with CRLA staff 
who, on a daily basis, provide 
resource assistance to those 
who need it most.

“I can’t say this enough. 
CRLA’s staff is their biggest  
asset. They’re passionate,  
committed, knowledgeable. They 
keep on top of things, and at the 
same time they have this warmth 
and affection. I truly value that.  
I hope their work continues  
through the generations.”

 With the help of Angelina and  
all of our supporters, CRLA will
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Club-Palomar #24

r. Samuel Paz
Jose Perales
Linda Perez
Kathleen & John Peterson
Pine & Pine
Shelia Pinkel
robert & norma Placencia
Carl Poirot
arthur Polansky
Julian Ponce
John Ponting
Mary Louise Pratt
Carmen E. Quintana
drucilla ramey &  
Marvin Stender

Frank ramirez
Maria ramos
rebeca rangel
Cynthia reich
richard rivera
Georgina Torres rizk
Michelle rodrigues

Jaime rodriguez
Maria rodriguez
Mario rodriguez
nora roman
Jeffrey david Sackman
San diego Community  
College district

James F. & Elizabeth 
Scherfee

rev. don & dee Schilling
david a. Schuricht
Georgia K. Sisson
Sisters of Saint dominic
Solomon Ward 
Seidenwurm  
& Smith, LLP

Margie Somers
Carolyn Sonfield
Carl Steiner &  
Mihoko Yamagata

Michael Stern &  
antonia Hernandez

Michael & Lynda Sterns
nancy Strohl &  
Peter Siegel

Sun Marketing
The Honorable  
robert Tafoya

Frances Taylor
Murray Tobak
Stuart & Karen Tobisman
david Turner
John M. True
The Honorable Juan Ulloa
Josefina Uribe
anthony Valladolid
david & Teresa Valladolid
Salvador Varela
Lilia Velasquez
Joe & Maxine Villarino
Johanna & Michael Wald
Gene Weinstein
Ellen Widess
Vic Yellowhawk White
richard Zapanta

$50–$99
Mabell aguilar
Miriam r. alper
Jesse T. arnold
robert ashen &  
ann Garry

Hulett & Cathy askew
Brian & Kathleen 
Johnston Back

rosemary Bacy
Catherine & Kurt Berge
robert r. Berry
Barbara Biebush
Ellen Braff-Guajardo
Myrna r. Britton
Ellen M. Brokaw
Edward J. & Marion 
Bronson

Mary ann Brownstein
Howard & Elizabeth 
Brumfiel

Joyce L. Carrillo 
& Kevin Hansen

Jack & dora Patricia 
Casetta

angel Castillo
James denvir 
& Barbara Parada

Paul & anne deCarli
Francisco Javier duenas
Joe Fanucci
Barbara Filner
robert Finkelstein 
& Lisa Chen

Ines Galindo
roy & Jeannie Giordano
Gail a. Glick
richard & robyn Greene
Thomas & Tersila Guerin
Joseph & Emmy 
Gunterman

Lloyd & Virginia Guptill
Kris Gutierrez
Stephanie Haffner
Timothy Hallahan
Grace a. Hamilton
Jay and Mary Hanson
denise & John Harder
Les & Linda Hausrath
Paula Hock
Betty Hung
Vellanoweth &  
Gehart LLP       

John & Barbara Jimenez
Linton Joaquin
John & Lilli Katusky
donald E. Kelley Jr.
Thomas & Jane Kensok

2008 cRlA Donors (continued)

 
a special tHank you to the following for  
nominating cRla for cy pres awards in 2008

Berman, DeValerio, pease & tabacco, p.c.
Hilb, Rogal & Hobbs
Kingsley & Kingsley

Morrison & foerster llp
Rosenthal & company llc

saveri & saveri inc.
u.s. Department of  Housing and  

urban Development
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david Kirkpatrick
William Kranz
Louise a. LaMothe
alice Larson
Sylvia & raymond Lubow
Shan Magnuson
Jody Marksamer
arthur Mcdermott
Michael McGrath
Helen r. Moore
Frank offen
Elizabeth owen
Yolanda orozco
Pearl oyle
dennis Parker
Emanuel Pleitez
W. arthur &  
Frances raab

dorri & Florence raskin
Jane & James reilly
Thomas rivell
ronald & Susan robboy
Jill & richard rodewald
James & Lorraine rogers
alfred & Marcia rosen
M. rushfield
donna ryu
Marc Schenker
W.H. Segur
Kathryn Smick
Chandra Spencer
ron Strochlic
Brien Thane
The California 
Endowment

Clare Torri
Shirley Trevino
don Villarejo
Barry L. Wasserman
Ted Wassam
Lucille Whalen
George & Marilyn Winard
Marjorie & Stefan Winkler
Christopher Yanov
rafael & Virginia Yngojo

undeR $50
Cynthia abbott
autumn arias
Gene Bernardi
Steven & Karen Bovarnick

Susan Broadnax
Glenn a. Browning 
& Carol Young

rafael Cardoza
Jesus Contreras
Myron Cook
douglas & Gisela daetz
Matilde Eggleton
nina Fendel
Beatrice G. Fernandez
david Finch
rudy Fong
Jack & Carolyn Forbes
Virginia Franco
Felix Garcia
Jesus & Elma Garcia
dalia Ghanem
ruth a. Gibson
Jon L. Ginoli
Jose L. Hernandez 
In memory of  
Gabriel Hernandez

Kenji & Leslie Ima
omar Johnson
Elaine Jourdane
Gary & Ilene Katz
Felicia Kelley
Eva & oskar Leuthold
ralph Livingston
Magdalena Lopez
Benjamin a Martinez
Elizabeth Martinez
John Matzger
Juliane & Peter Mcadam
Judith McConnell
devon a. McFarland
renato Medina
Barnaby Mendez
robert & Sonia  
Meyerhof

debra Mipos
Moreno Educational Co
david r. Moss
nancy o’Brien
Chrstine Pagano
Gerardo Partida
rosendo & rosalinda 
Pena

Jean Perley
Thomas J. Phillips  
& Stephanie d. Ericson

Lauri Provencher

arthur Psaltis
John & Christina radich
Mark E. redmond
Peter robrish
Pamela rockwell 
& Iver Kern

Leisette rodriguez
rafael rodriguez
Margarita & ray romo
Barbara & oren root
Larry roselle
Stefan rosenzweig 
& Claudia Beth Jackson

Jerry ruiz
Mary aguirre
Michelle ryan
Marrick E. Sayers
roni Lebauer
Susan Schechter 
& Brian Garcia

donald Schlotz
Fred & Phyllis Schoen
Marta Luisa Sclar

Fae C. Shatz
John & Bethene Simmons
Larry Simon
Janet Staser
Kevin Stein 
& Helen Bruno

anne & Paul Strong
Greg Tabat
Lawrence & Carol Tarbell
Breck & nancy Tostevin
William & Kathy Turner
Elsa Ulloa
Gloria & Eladio 
Valenzuela

Phillip Vedder
raymond & Gloria 
Weeter

Laura Whitney
George Woyames
russell J.Yamaichi
Carol J. Young
Graciela E. Zavala-Garcia

a special tHank you to the following  
foundations and federal programs that provide  

critical support for cRla programs and initiatives

the california endowment  |  $1,108,618

Department of Housing and  
urban Development  |  $275,000

california Home ownership  
preservation initiative  |  $131,400

Rural community Assistance corporation   |  $107,109

national Health law program  |  $44,455 

David Bohnett foundation  |  $12,000

Office on Violence Against Women  |  $29,167

Horizons foundation  |  $25,000

consulado de Mexico  |  $25,000

california Wellness foundation  |  $22,893 

california epA  |  $15,000

Bravo foundation  |  $15,000

pride law fund  |  $15,000

center for Responsible lending  |  $10,000

national center on lesbian Rights  |  $10,000

Kinship center  |  $8,000

california council on Humanities  |  $2,000
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Board & staff
cAlifoRniA RuRAl legAl AssistAnce, inc.

BoaRd oF diRectoRs
Betsy Alberts
Adrian Andrade
eli Aramburo
Rocky Barilla
Manuel Barrera
Rudy cardenas
Ann cerney
clare M. conk
Roberto de la Rosa
Richard fajardo
Alejo flores
Delia flores
laura gil
Roberto gonzalez
luz Herrera
christopher Ho
Donald Hubbard
ena lopez
luis Magana
Javier Maldonado
Henry Marquez
David Martinez
efrain Martinez
Ramon Martinez
Janet Mcginnis
craig Mccollum
francisco Mireles
Brian Murtha
gabriela navarro-Busch
pedro paez
Jesus pelayo
eduardo Ramirez
frank Ramirez
Jack carson Revvill
David Renteria
Jaime Rodriguez
isidoro Romero
Ramon Romero
thomas J. saiz
Armando sanchez
Dee schilling
ignacio torres
Juan torres
Juan Valdovinos
Antonio Valladolid
Jose Villarreal
Vick Yellowhawk White
laura Yrigollen

eXecutiVe staFF
José R. padilla
Executive Director
luis c. Jaramillo
Deputy Director
Bill Hoerger
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
ilene Jacobs
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
Michael Meuter
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
cynthia Rice
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
attoRneys and 
manageRs, community 
WoRkeRs, cleRicals, 
VolunteeRs, and inteRns
Marivel Acuna 
sandra Aguila 
Maribel Aguilera 

Kirk Ah tye 
Mariano Alvarez Merino 
Alma Alvarez 
Myrna Alvarez 
pedro Angulo 
Rachel timara Arancibia 
corrie l.Arellano 
Rosalia Atilano-Zamora 
Blanca Rosa Avila 
irma Avila-espinoza 
teresa Ayala 
Mona Badie 
carolina f. Banbury 
Blanca Adela Banuelos 
Jim Barakett 
Diana A.Barba 
Amy Barrett 
Jeannie Barrett 
Joana Basulto 
flavio Bautista 
Megan Beaman carlson 
patricia Beardsley 
Jonathan Bell 
emanuel Benitez 
chea Berra 
Hayley Berra 
gisela Bessonette 
frank Bittner 
leanne Black 
Michael Blank 
eleonor Bonemeyer 
susan Bow 
Zachary Bowin 
gladys Briscoe 
Kara Brodfuehrer 
colleen Brokaw 
Kate Brolan 
Kristina Burrows 
Martin calderon 
ephraim camacho 
Kirsten campbell 
lorenzo campbell 
Juan carlos cancino 
Victoria canepa 
Rodrigo canido 
Richard A.cardozo 
ivan carpio 
ericalyn cassi 
nancy castaneda 
patrick caufield 
Martin chandler 
Jose chapa 
elsa cipriani 
Hilda cisneros 
lisa cisneros 
Rosalba cisneros 
Bryon clay 
shirley conner 
leroy cordova 
Justine corella 
Michael courville 
crescencia cruz 
Angelica cuevas 
Regina Davidson 
Alegria guadalupe  

De la cruz 
nicolas De la fuente 
Hector De la Rosa 
elizabeth De la torre 
shannon Dean 

Hector Delgado 
Mic Deniro 
Andrea Detellis 
Daljit Dhami 
elena Dineen 
Janet Dollar 
Benyamin Domarina 
Michael Donaldson 
Marlene Dutt 
sylvia escobar 
eloise esmael 
Reuben espinoza 
Jesus estrada 
Ruth estrada 
olivia faz 
Dee filichia 
trevor finneman 
Bryanna fissori 
Anne fletcher 
Antonio flores 
cecilia Ann flores 
gilbert flores 
emmanuel fobi 
Vanessa Marie frank 
Andres garcia 
Beatriz l.garcia 
frances garcia 
Yvette garcia 
sonia garibay 
Veronica garibay 
Ana garza 
gary gershon 
Jonathan gettleman 
nora gorena 
Andy greensfelder 
Justin gross 
Maria guerena 
Javier guerrero 
terri guinn 
ignacio gutierrez 
Julie Hall 
Vicki Harwell 
carmanella Heard 
Kelly Heinrich 
Jessica Herman 
Brenna Hernandez 
felix Hernandez 
Jessenya Hernandez 
Karina Hernandez 
Maria elena Hernandez 
corazon Mario Herrera 
Juliana Herrera 
Jeffery Hoffman 
Katherine Hogan 
lisel Holdenried 
gloria Howell 
irma Huerta-Ramirez 
Bonnye Hughes 
Mary Jacka 
Jessica Jewell 
Dorothy Johnson 
phyllis Katz 
preet Kaur 
caroline Keegan 
susan e.King 
lydia Ko 
stephen Kociol 
Bernadette Koleszar 
Arien Koorn 
Ron Kurlaender 

shelly laMon 
pauline lara 
Abby lassen 
Joshua leong 
Melissa leong 
Jesus lopez 
carmen lopez-Rodriguez 
Robert lotero 
Victoria loushin 
Angela lozano 
Bernice lucero-Diaz 
irma luna 
Jonathan lund 
Aurora Macias-Dewhirst 
tara Macomber 
Jose Madrigal 
Rosa Madueno 
elena Mak 
carlos Maldonado 
lorena Maldonado 
Ray Manzo 
Diana Marquez 
Michael i Marsh 
Jairo Marshall 
lorena Martinez 
petra Martinez 
sarah Martinez 
Arsenio Mataka 
eileen Mccarthy 
tracy McKeon 
Maria Mendoza 
liz Mier 
christina Mildenberger 
Barbara Milstein 
Jennifer Montes 
Kristine l.Moore 
Baldwin Moy 
crystal Murphy 
ignacio Musino 
ernesto navarro 
Marisa nelson 
Anashe nicoghosian 
Bronika nidely 
Matthew nusinow 
Diana feliz oliva 
Richard oliver 
B lorenzo oropeza-perez 
gleida ortega 
Melia parchman 
Ruth parker-Angulo 
Daniella payes 
Ana paz-Rangel 
carlo pedrioli 
Yolanda peneda 
Ronald Kenneth perry 
lee pliscou 
susan Williams podesta 
Jeffrey ponting 
terrence post 
Rachel prandini 
Douglas provencher 
Maribel puentes 
lupe Quintero 
teresa Ramirez 
claire W. Rase’ 
Maria Raya 
gretchen Regenhardt 
Ali Reinsdorf 
Daniel Reith 
Yolie Rios 

Warren Ritter 
luis Rivera 
emy Robles 
lucero Rodarte 
Arturo Rodriguez 
leisette Rodriguez 
linda R. Rodriguez 
Yosmany Rodriguez 
Reyna Rolan 
Dulce M. leal Romero 
crystal Rozinsky 
Juanaicela Ruiz 
Marcela Ruiz 
Dylan saake 
Juan salazar Ramirez 
Alfredo sanchez 
Alysia Victoria sanchez 
Briza sanchez 
fausto sanchez 
Yvonne sanchez 
teresa santiago 
Brittney scarlett 
teri scarlett 
phoebe s.seaton 
Maria serena 
fuad shaw 
silas M.shawver 
Robert sikin 
Ameet singh Birring 
David smith 
Karen smith 
Mirna solis 
Amanda solter 
pamela soto 
Brian sperber 
Molly stafford 
Anastasia steinberg  

torres-gil 
Walter stuckey 
Katherine symmonds 
Veronica tamayo 
irish tapia 
gloria tobias 
Mari tomiyama 
Maydole topete 
sylvia torres 
irma trejo 
Blanca trenado Jimenez 
elizabeth trujillo 
Maria tucker 
Melissa tung 
lorraine Valencia 
Virginia Val-leiva 
Alfred Vargas 
Marques Varnado 
Anna Vasquez 
Judy Vazquez 
gabriela Vega 
Jose Vela 
Austa Wakily 
Michele Waldinger 
tracy Whittemore 
Rachel Wickland 
florence Womack 
eduardo Zamora 
Marcela Zamora 
Brian A.Zelden 
esmeralda Zendejas 
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CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services 

Corporation. As a condition of the funding 

it receives from LSC, it is restricted from 

engaging in certain activities in all of its  

legal work-including work supported by  

other funding sources. CRLA may not expend 

any funds for any activity prohibited by the 

Legal Services Corporation ACT, 42 U.S.C. 

2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-134. Public 

Law 104-134 504(d) requires that notice  

of these restrictions be given to all funders 

of programs funded by the Legal Services  

Cor poration. For a copy of these laws  

or any other information or clarifications,  

p l ea se con tac t M ichae l Cou rv i l l e a t  

(415) 777-2794 x338.

Statements of Financial Position
December 31, 2008 and 2007

ASSetS 2008 2007

Cash and cash  
equivalents $2,389,288 $456,728

Cash held in trust 375,709 508,196

Grants receivable 250,101 1,330,187

Pledges receivable  66,696 120,474

Other receivable 55,733 23,726

Prepaid expenses,  
deposits, and  
employee advances 420,675 443,118

Other assets 845 3,330

Property and  
equipment 1,164,198 1,244,607

total assets $4,723,245 $4,130,366

LiAbiLitieS And  
net ASSetS 2008 2007

LiAbiLitieS 
Accounts payable $221,999 $137,467

Accrued liabilities 666,392 545,139

Refundable advances 1,180,543 383,519

Notes payable 687,057 721,427

total liabilities $2,755,991 $1,787,552

net ASSetS 
Unrestricted 355,264 797,763

Unrestricted board  
designated 900,000 700,000

Temporarily restricted 302,812 305,827

total net assets 1,588,076 1,803,590

total liabilities  
and net assets $4,314,067 $3,591,142

Statements of Activites and Changes in Net Assets Year Ended December 31, 2008 Year Ended December 31, 2007

 temPorAriLy temPorAriLy
 UnreStricted reStricted totAL UnreStricted reStricted totAL

revenUe And SUPPort 
Grant revenue $37,000 $11,942,691 $11,979,691 $38,000 $11,252,130 $11,290,130

In-kind revenue 1,060,550 - 1,060,550 764,300 - 764,300

Contributions 231,567 55 231622 599,918 - 599,918

Special event revenue 153,308 - 153,308 236,253 - 236,253

Other revenue 30,550 96,502 127,052 50,190 92,165 142,355

Attorneys fees and costs recovery 56,352 - 56,352 33,643 8,306 41,949

Net assets released from  
program restrictions 12,042,263 {12,042,263} - 11,289,795  {11,289,795} -

total revenue and support 13,611,590 {3,015} 13,608,575 13,012,099 62,806 13,074,905

exPenSeS
Program services 11,868,855 - 11,868,855 10,672,555 - 10,672,555

Management and general 1,596,397 - 1,596,397 1,458,031 - 1,458,031

Fundraising 388,837 - 388,837 369,205 - 369,205

total expenses 13,854,089 - 13,854,089 12,499,791 - 12,499,791

change in net assets {242,499} {3,015} {245,514} 512,308 62,806 575,114

net ASSetS
Beginning of year 1,497,763 305,827 1,803,590 985,455 243,021 1,228,476

End of year $1,255,264 $302,812 $1,558,076 $1,497,763 $305,827 $1,803,590

cAlifoRniA RuRAl legAl AssistAnce, inc. 

financials

cRlA AnnuAl RepoRt 2008
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You ARe ouR pRioRitY 
Whatever the economic climate may be, protecting your 
finances should be an important priority. Union Bank 
has been a stable financial services provider for nearly 
150 years, and during that time we have developed a 
fine-tuned expertise that can help you work towards 
your own financial goals. That’s because our clients are 
at the center of everything we do. 

Our Priority Banking®1 program is especially suited  
to both personal and small business clients. As a 
Priority Banking client, one of the many benefits and 
privileges you are entitled to is the attention of your 
own Personal Banker. You and your Personal Banker 
will work together to create strategies that suit your 
financial needs and help you attain your goals. 

1 The Priority Banking program offers a range of Union Bank 
products and services to individuals and businesses that maintain 
combined balances of $100,000 or more in qualifying accounts. 
Terms and conditions of the Priority Banking program are subject to 
change. See our All About Personal, or All About Business, Accounts 
& Services Disclosure and Agreement for details.

Consolidating business and personal accounts under 
one roof enhances your ability to devise a unified  
financial strategy and may help you to qualify for  
Priority Banking. Your accounts will remain separate, 
yet you and your Personal Banker will have the ability 
to see your entire financial picture - helping you to  
create smarter money-management strategies.  
To qualify for our exclusive Priority Banking program, 
you must maintain a minimum of $100,000 on deposit 
in any combination of Union Bank business and/or 
personal banking, retirement, or UnionBanc Investment 
Services2 investment accounts.  

To learn more about Priority Banking, and for a  
complimentary financial review, call 1.888.818.6060  
or visit www.unionbank.com/priority. 

2 Investments available through UnionBanc Investment Services LLC, 
a registered broker-dealer, investment advisor, member FINRA/SIPC, 
and subsidiary of Union Bank, N.A.: Are NOT insured by the FDIC or 
by any other federal government agency, Are NOT Bank deposits, Are 
NOT guaranteed by the Bank or any Bank Affiliate, MAY lose value



Jose R. padilla, executive Director
631 Howard street, suite 300
san francisco, cA  94105-3907
TEL (415) 777-2752 • FAX (415) 543-2752
jpadilla@crla.org
www.crla.org

coacHella
Arturo Rodriguez, Directing Attorney
1460 6th street
p.o. Box 35
coachella, cA  92236
(760) 398-7264/7261 • FAX (760) 398-1050

delano
Ron Kurlaender, Directing Attorney
629 Main street
Delano, cA  93215
(661) 725-4350 9am-4pm 
FAX (661) 725-1062

el centRo
lorenzo campbell, Directing Attorney
449 Broadway
el centro, cA  92243
(760) 353-0220 • FAX (760) 353-6914

FResno
silas shawver , Directing Attorney
2115 Kern street, suite 370
fresno, cA  93721
(559) 441-8721 • FAX (559) 441-8443

lamont
9715 Main street
lamont, cA 93241
(661) 845-9066/4965

gilRoy
teri scarlett, Directing Attorney
7365 Monterey Road, suite H
gilroy, cA  95020
p.o. Box 1566
(408) 847-1408 • FAX (408) 847-1463

madeRa
Baldwin Moy, Directing Attorney
117 south lake street
Madera, cA  93638
(559) 674- 5671 • FAX (559) 674- 5674

 maRysVille
lee pliscou, Directing Attorney
511 “D” street
p.o. Box 2600
Marysville, cA 95901
(530) 742- 5191 • FAX (530) 742-0421

modesto
Katie Hogan, Directing Attorney
801 15th street, suite B
Modesto, cA  95354
(209) 577-3811 
FAX (209) 577-1098

monteRey
teri scarlett, Directing Attorney
2100 garden Road #D
Monterey, cA  93940
(831) 375-0505
FAX (831) 375-0501

oceanside
Dorothy Johnson, Directing Attorney
215 s. coast Highway, suite 201
oceanside, cA  92054
(760) 966-0511 • FAX (760) 966-0291

oXnaRd, migRant
Jeff ponting, Directing Attorney
p.o. Box 1561
oxnard, cA  93032
338 s. A street
oxnard, cA  93030
(805) 486-1068 • FAX (805) 483-0535

oXnaRd, Basic
Ronald perry, Directing Attorney
338 south “A” street
oxnard, cA  93030
(805) 483-8083 • Fax (805) 483-0535

salinas, Basic
teri scarlett, Directing Attorney
3 Williams Road
salinas, cA  93905
(831) 757-5221 • FAX (831) 757-6212

salinas, migRant
Michael Meuter, DlAt
3 Williams Road
salinas, cA  93905
(831) 757-5221 • FAX (831) 757-6212

santa BaRBaRa
Kirk Ah-tye, Directing Attorney
324 e. carrillo street, suite B
santa Barbara, cA  93101
(805) 963-5981 
FAX (805) 963-5984

santa cRuZ
gretchen Regenhardt, Directing Attorney
501 soquel Avenue, suite D
santa cruz, cA  95062
(831) 458-1089 • FAX (831) 458-1140

santa maRia
Jeannie Barrett, Directing Attorney
2050 “g” south Broadway
santa Maria, cA  93454
(805) 922-4563 • FAX (805) 928-0693

san luis oBispo
Michael Blank, Directing Attorney
1160 Marsh street, suite 114
san luis obispo, cA  93401
(805) 544-7997 • FAX (805) 544-3904

paso RoBles
3350 park street
paso Robles, cA  93446
(805) 239- 3708
FAX (805) 239-4912

santa Rosa
Jeffrey Hoffman, Directing Attorney
725 farmers lane, #10 Bldg. B
santa Rosa, cA  95405
(707) 528-9941 • FAX (707) 528-0125

stockton
Marcela Ruiz & Joana Basulto,  
Directing Attorneys
242 n. sutter, suite 411
stockton, cA  95202
(209) 946- 0605 • FAX (209) 946-5730

WatsonVille
gretchen Regenhardt, Directing Attorney
21 carr street
Watsonville, cA  95076
(831) 724-2253 • FAX (831) 724-7530

cReDits 
Design: gino squadrito, lasercom Design
printing: trade lithography
photos: David Bacon and cRlA archives
Writing: Jill Hoffmann

cRla oFFices

Visit www.crla.org to make a donation online.

HoW to giVe to cRla
Every day CRLA is fighting for justice, and changing lives.  
to continue this work and help people similar to those  
featured in this year’s report, we need your financial  
assistance. Make a donation today.

We value your philanthropic and civic leadership.  
thank you again for giving.

all cRla donors receive the annual Report and are acknowledged by mail and  
in print. contributions to cRla are tax-deductible as allowed by law. cRla is  
a tax-exempt corporation under Federal internal Revenue code section 501(c)(3).  
For further information, please contact michael courville at (415) 777-2794 x338.

N  Make a cash gift, or write out a check. 

N   Make a commemorative gift in honor of a person  
or in memory of a loved one.

N  Make a stock contribution (speak to your broker).

N   Designate cRlA in a planned gift  
(will, trust, insurance policy).

N  Make a gift of real estate.

N  Make a single or a multi-year $ pledge.

N  Make a gift of goods and/or services. 

Printed on Enova Paper, made with 50% recycled fibers, 50% post-consumer waste and 
neutral pH, chlorine free. soy based inks.
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california Rural legal Assistance, inc.
631 Howard street, suite 300
san francisco, cA 94105-3907

RetuRn seRVice ReQuesteD

“Duroville is not a business, it is a village; thousands of our fellow human 

beings call the park home. it is not nearly as safe or as healthy as we 

would want it to be; it is, nonetheless, home for a community of people 

who are poor, undereducated, disenfranchised, and, in many respects, 

exploited. these very same people are an honest, hard-working, 

proud, colorful, and family-oriented community of people 

committed to educating their children and raising them to be productive 

and successful members of our society...some are undocumented, some 

are resident aliens, and some are united states citizens (often mixed 

within families). this complicated combination of immigration statuses 

places many of the residents of the park in the crossroads of our 

nation’s incongruous immigration and agricultural policies 

that, on the one hand, portend that undocumented workers lack legal 

status while at the same time predicating the economic efficiency of an 

agricultural industry on their hard work; it appears to this court that 

we have, once again, established a rather ‘peculiar institution’ to service 

our agrarian needs.” Honorable stephen g. larson, u.s. District Judge  

(USA vs. Harvey Duro and Desert Mobile Home Park)

Visit www.crla.org to make a donation online.


